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The systemic prejudice and racism many Native American and Alaska Native people in the U.S. experience
can cause extremely high levels of stress. As a result, they may develop unhealthy coping mechanisms - like
tobacco use - as an outlet. The tobacco industry knows this and intentionally deploys predatory tactics to hook
Native American and Alaska Native individuals on its products by sponsoring cultural and community events
and giveaways, running promotions and exploiting Indigenous cultural imagery and concepts. As a result of this
targeting, a disproportionate number of Native American and Alaska Native individuals use tobacco products

and experience nicotine addiction.
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NATIVE AMERICAN AND ALASKA NATIVE YOUTH USE
CIGARETTES AND E-CIGARETTES

at considerably higher rates than their peers
of other racial or ethnic groups.
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